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Main reference for the rulings of 
Halal and Haram?

QUR’AN 
and 

SUNNAH
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السنةوالكتابفيتفاصيلهاوردتالذبائحأحكام
Slaughtering Rules are detailed in the Holy Quraan and Sunna 

مَتْ ﴿:تعالىقوله مُْوَال دَّمُْال مَي تةَُْعَلَي كُمُْحُر ِّ يرِّْوَلحَ  ن زِّ لَّْوَمَاال خِّ ِّْلِّغَي رِّْأهُِّ قوُذةَُْوَْقةَُْال مُن خَنِّْوَْبِّهِّْالل  ال مَو 
يةَُْ يحَةُْوَال مُترََد ِّ يْ مَاإِّلَّْالسَّبعُُْأكََلَْوَمَاوَالنَّطِّ 3:المائدة﴾تمُْ ذَكَّ

Prohibited to you are dead animals, blood, the flesh of swine, and that 
which has been dedicated to other than Allah , and [those animals] killed 
by strangling or by a violent blow or by a head-long fall or by the goring of 
horns, and those from which a wild animal has eaten, except what you [are 
able to] slaughter [before its death], …. (Al-Maedah)

المذكىإلالحرمةالأكلالمباحالحيوانميتةفيالأصل–

The Fundamental verdict  on meat form permitted Animals (for 
Muslims) is to be Forbidden except those slaughtered according to 
Shariah

الميتةأكلحرمة
PROHIBITION OF EATING FROM DEAD ANIMALS
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:يقولوسلمعليهاللهصلىاللهرسولسمعتقالعنهاللهرضيبشيربنالنعمانعن

فمنالناسمنكثيريعلمهنلمشتبهاتأموروبينهمابينوالحرامبينالحلالإن
.الحرامفيوقعالشبهاتفيوقعومنوعرضهلدينهاستبرأالشبهاتاتقى

On the authority of al-Nu'man Ibn Bashir (may Allah be pleased with him) ,who said : I 

heard Allah's Messenger (blessings and peace of Allah be upon him )say: " The Halal 
(lawful) is clear and the Haram (prohibited) is clear, and in 

between them there are some things that are doubtful 
,which most people do not know - if they are Halal or 

Haram - Thus ,whoever avoids the doubtful, safeguards his 
religion and honour, but one who engages in the doubtful, 

falls in the Haram.

Halal and Haram           الحراموالحلال
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Islamic Position from Doubts

:وسلمعليهاللهصلىاللهرسولمنحفظت " :قالعنهمااللهرضيعليبنالحسنعن

يبكَُْمَادَعْ  يبكَُْلَْمَاإِّلَىيرَِّ ََْالص ِّْفَإِّنَّْ،يرَِّ نِّينَةْ د  بَْوَإِّنَّْ،طُمَأ  كَذِّ يال  بةَْ رِّ

.اللهرحمهالألبانيالشيخصححهوالترمذيأخرجه

On the authority of Abu Muhammad al-Hasan ibn Ali ibn 
Abu Taalib, the grandson of the Messenger of Allah (peace 
and blessings be upon him) and his beloved (may Allah be 

pleased with both of them), who said: I memorized from the 
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 

him), “Leave that which makes you doubt for that which does 
not make you doubt.” (Recorded in al-Tirmidhi)
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1- Halal standards: should be based on 

Quran and Sunnah

Lesson / conclusion
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One of the principals of Standards 
is to have:  

Normative References
Normative references
Definition:
A document to which reference is made in the 
standard in such a way as to make it 
indispensable for the application of the 
standard
(European Committee for Standards, http://boss.cen.eu/reference%20material/Guidancedoc/Pages/NormRef.aspx)
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Flaws in the 

standards: 

Quran and 

Sunnah is 

not part of 

the 

Normative 

References
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Halal is a religious subject and cannot 

be handled or framed in a secular or business 

context. ........ the Holy Quran and the 

Sunna constitute the primary source of reference 

that describe the scope of Halal and cannot, under 

any circumstances, be ignored or be 

marginalised. (A. Sabir, 21/10/2015, letter to CEN/TC 425 - Project Committee - Halal Food / TG1 

Members)

The CEN initiative for a 
European Halal Standards
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“standards shall not include normative 

references to religious documents”. Ref: the 4th 

Plenary meeting of CEN/TC425),

The CEN initiative for a 
European Halal Standards
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Halal Standards

End of Project



Conclusion

QUR’AN and SUNNAH

should be referenced in the 
normative section of any Halal 

Standards / Guidelines 
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Conformity Assessment

Conformity assessment, also known as 
compliance assessment,,, is any activity to 

determine, directly or indirectly, that a 
process, product, or service meets relevant 

technical standards and fulfils relevant 
requirements. 

Conformity assessment activities may 
include: Testing, Surveillance and Inspection
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The evaluation of whether or not a product, 
service, or system complies with a 

regulation, requirement, specification, or 
imposed condition. It is often an internal 

process

Verification
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The assurance that a product, service, or 
system meets the needs of the customer and 

other identified stakeholders. It often 
involves acceptance and suitability with 

external customers. 

Validation
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Examples of flaws in many Halal standards that 
may fail 

conformity assessment due to non existence of 
verification and validation protocol to ensure 

compliance to Halal requirements as stipulated in 
the Quran and Sunnah:

Water Bath Stunning systems for poultry

To validate that 
1- Al-Hayat Al-Mustaqirrah is maintained 

following waterbath stunning
2- Stunning has not killed or caused physical 

injuries to birds9th Halal and TYAYYIB WORKSHOP, 23-24 October 2017 
GIMDES, Istanbul, Turkey
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Non Existence of proven scientific published 

methodology to validate that the above parameters are 

acceptable to meet the requirements of Halal as 

stipulated in Qur’an and Sunnah
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POULTRY WATERBATH STUNNING SYSTEM                
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Hayat-al-mustaqirrah = Stable live



REJECTED WATERBATH STUNNED BIRDS 
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STUNNING: The Legal Stand 
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Shariah compliance to ensure that: 
- Animal Welfare (Al-Ihsan) is maintained 

during slaughtering process until death is 
definite.

- Birds are alive at time of Slaughtering and 
that death happens as a result of Bleeding.
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Compliance to ensure that stunning was 
performed according to the parameters 
stated in the Halal Standards. 

VS

The Challenge
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Certification by non-muslims

The Emerging Challenge

Halal Standards is secularised, 
governed, or assessed by a non-Muslim
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The credibility of Halal Certification is challenged when a Halal 
Standards is secularised, governed, or assessed by a non-Muslim.
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The credibility of Halal Certification is challenged when a Halal 
Standards is secularised, governed, or assessed by a non-Muslim.



9th Halal and TYAYYIB WORKSHOP, 23-24 October 2017 
GIMDES, Istanbul, Turkey



Conclusion: 

1- Quran and Sunna should constitute the primary source of
reference for what is Halal and cannot, under any 
circumstances, be ignored or marginalised. QURAN and 
SUNNAH should be referenced in the normative section of 
any Halal Standards.

2- When technology is used Validation procedures must be 
established based on a sound and scientifically approved 
methodology and that Shariah requirements are met.

3- Halal is a religious subject and cannot be handled or 
framed in a secular or business context.
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